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September   10,   2020   
 

To: Santa   Cruz   County   Families  
 

Re:  New   Statewide   System   for   COVID-19   Monitoring,   Impact   on   Schools  
 
Dear   Families   of   Santa   Cruz   County,   
 

We   write   this   le�er   to   clarify   what   the   Governor’s   new   COVID-19   monitoring   system   means   for   schools.   On  
August   28,   Governor   Newsom   introduced   a   new   statewide   monitoring   system   for   COVID-19   named   the  
Blueprint   for   a   Safer   Economy    that   sets   forth   new   implica�ons   for   resuming   in-person   instruc�on.    While  
schools   may   soon   become   officially   eligible   to   provide   in-person   services   to   students,   there   are   a   number  
of    local   requirements   that   schools   and   districts   must   take   into   considera�on.   
 
The   Governor’s   Blueprint   revised   the   criteria   for   loosening   and   �ghtening   restric�ons   on   ac�vi�es   by  
introducing   the   following   designated   risk   levels:   
 

County   Risk   Level:   Impact   on   School   Opening  

Widespread  
Many   non-essen�al   indoor  

businesses   are   closed   

Schools   in   the   Widespread   (purple)   level   aren’t   permi�ed   to   reopen   to   most  
students   for   in-person   instruc�on,   unless   they   receive   a   waiver   from   their  
local   health   department   for   TK-6   grades.   Waivers   are   not   authorized   within  
Santa   Cruz   County   at   this   �me.   Schools   are   able   to   offer   instruc�on   to   small  
groups   of   students.   

Substan�al  
Some   non-essen�al   indoor   business  

opera�ons   are   closed   

Schools   can   reopen   for   in-person   instruc�on   once   their   county   has   been   in  
the   Substan�al   (red)   level   for   at   least   two   weeks.   Schools   are   able   to   offer  
instruc�on   to   small   groups   of   students.   

Moderate  
Some   indoor   business   opera�ons  

are   open   with   modifica�ons  

Schools   may   reopen   fully   for   in-person   instruc�on.   Local   school   officials   will  
decide   whether   and   when   that   will   occur.  

Minimal   
Most   indoor   business   opera�ons   are  

open   with   modifica�ons  

Schools   may   reopen   fully   for   in-person   instruc�on.   Local   school   officials   will  
decide   whether   and   when   that   will   occur.  

Source:   California   Blueprint   for   a   Safer   Economy,    covid19.ca.gov/safer-economy/  
 

Every   county   in   California   has   been   assigned   a   level   based   on   test   posi�vity   and   adjusted   case   rate.   Further,  
the   Blueprint   specifies   that   each   county   must   be   able   to   remain   in   a   level   for   at   least   three   weeks   before  
becoming   eligible   to   move   to   a   less   restric�ve   level.   Once   a   county   meets   this   requirement,   they   must   meet  
the   next   level’s   criteria   for   two   consecu�ve   weeks.   If   a   county’s   metrics   worsen   for   two   consecu�ve   weeks,  
it   will   be   assigned   to   a   more   restric�ve   level.   

 



 
 
What   This   Means   for   Santa   Cruz   County  
On   Tuesday,   September   8,   Santa   Cruz   County   moved   from   Widespread   (purple)   to   the   Substan�al   (red)  
level.    However,   our   local   public   health   authori�es   do   an�cipate   our   County   may   return   to   the   Widespread  
level   within   the   next   two   weeks   as   a   result   of   the   CZU   fire   evacua�ons   ( read   the   full   Santa   Cruz   County  
Public   Health   press   release   about   this   here ).  
 

Now   that   Santa   Cruz   County   is   in   the   Substan�al   (red)   level,   a   range   of   less   restric�ve   economic   ac�vi�es,  
such   as   personal   care   services,   restaurants,   places   of   worship,   movie   theaters,   and   more   will   be   allowed   to  
open   provided   they   operate   in   compliance   with   all   physical   distancing   and   cleaning   requirements  
established   by   state   and   local   authori�es.   
 

What   This   Means   for   Santa   Cruz   County   Schools  
According   to   the   governor’s   new   Blueprint   and   the   California   Department   of   Public   Health   ( CDPH ),   Districts  
and   schools   have   3   ways   to   consider   offering   in-person   instruc�on.   Each   course   of   ac�on   listed   below   will  
require   support   from   the   local   school   superintendent   and   school   board,   adherence   to   guidance   from   State  
and   local   health   authori�es   (such   as   physical   distancing   and   wearing   face   coverings),   increased   capacity   for  
surveillance   tes�ng   and   contact   tracing,   and   consulta�on   with   labor   representa�ves.   Schools   can:   

1. Provide   instruc�on   to   small   cohorts   of   students   within   any   of   the   County   Risk   Levels.   
2. Request   a   waiver   to   open   an   elementary   school   within   any   of   the   County   Risk   Levels.   However,  

waivers   are   not   authorized   within   Santa   Cruz   County   at   this   �me.  
3. A�er   14   days   in   the   Substan�al   (red)   level,   schools   can   open   schools   to   most   students   if   the  

aforemen�oned   requirements   are   in   place   and   the   local   school   district   believes   it   is   safe   to   do   so.   

Santa   Cruz   County   public   school   Superintendents   feel   strongly   that   the   decision   to   provide   in-person  
services   should   be   made   carefully   and   based   on   a   variety   of   local   indicators   and   the   ability   to   secure  
surveillance   tes�ng   in   order   to   prevent   a   surge   in   COVID-19   cases   and   keep   our   students,   staff,   and  
families   as   safe   as   possible.    Should   our   county   return   to   the   Widespread   (purple)   level,   which   our   local  
public   health   authori�es   an�cipate   will   happen   in   the   coming   weeks,   school   districts   would   need   to  
consider   hal�ng   in-person   services   once   again.   This   can   be   destabilizing,   confusing   and   trauma�c   for  
students,   as   well   as   challenging   for   parents,   teachers,   and   school   staff   to   implement.   
 
We   are   keeping   in   our   thoughts   all   the   families   who   con�nue   to   grapple   with   the   monumental   hardship   that  
the   CZU   Lightning   Complex   and   COVID-19   pandemic   con�nues   to   cause   in   our   community.   It   is   important  
that   we   stay   vigilant   and   con�nue   to   prac�ce   health   and   safety   protocols   to   minimize   the   risk   of   the  
COVID-19   pandemic.   
 
Yours   in   health   and   equity,  
  
Laurie   Bruton,   Superintendent,   San   Lorenzo   Valley   Unified   School   District  
Lorie   Chamberland,   Superintendent,   Live   Oak   School   District  
Eric   Gross,   Superintendent,   Pacific   Elementary   School   District  
Mike   Heffner,   Superintendent,   Bonny   Doon   Union   Elementary   School   District  
Tanya   Krause,   Superintendent,   Sco�s   Valley   Unified   School   District  
Michelle   McKinny,   Superintendent,   Happy   Valley   Elementary   School   District  
Diane   Morgenstern,   Superintendent,   Mountain   Elementary   School   District  
Kris   Munro,   Superintendent,   Santa   Cruz   City   Schools  
Michelle   Rodriguez,   Superintendent,   Pajaro   Valley   Unified   School   District   
Faris   Sabbah,   County   Superintendent   of   Schools   
Sco�   Turnbull,   Superintendent,   Soquel   Union   Elementary   School   District  
 


